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WILLIAM CHRISTOPHER KRAUSS, M.D. 

In the death of Dr. WiUiam C. Krauss which occurred at New 
York City September 21, 1909, the American Microscopical Society 
has lost one of its most active members who was its President in 
1899 after having served it faithfully as its Secretary during the 
three preceding years. It is therefore most fitting that some mem- 
orial of him should find a place in this volume of our transactions. 

Writing of him from the standpoint of one whose relations 
with Dr. Krauss were those of warm personal friendship contin- 
ued through many years, the bare enumeration of the many activi- 
ties in which he was engaged, of the many honors which came to 
him as the result of his brilliant qualities and his useful life, seems 
but a cold and inadequate expression of that which made up the 
man, endearing him to his friends and winning the admiring respect 
of his fellows in his own profession. 

Born in Attica, New York, October 15, 1863, and entering col- 
lege at the age of seventeen, he took the medical preparatory course 
and that of science and letters at Cornell University, graduating 
with the degree of B.S. in 1884 ^^^ from Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College in 1886, also from the University of Berlin, magna cum 
laude, with the degree of M.D. in 1888. He pursued his medical 
studies further in Munich and Paris and returning to America be- 
gan his professional career as a specialist in nervous and mental 
diseases in the City of Buffalo, N. Y., which was his home through- 
out his life. He attained a well earned eminence as a neurologist 
and was recognized as an expert in all matters relating to insanity 
and nervous diseases ; was widely sought as a consultant and as an 
expert witness was always lucid and positive, commanding marked 
attention. He was a lecturer at Cornell University; Professor of 
Pathology at Niagara University 1890-94, and of Nervous Dis- 
eases 1894-99. 

He was a tireless worker, designing many instruments for use 
in the study of nervous diseases ; was Associate Editor of the Buf- 
falo Medical Journal, also of the Neurologisches Centralblatt, Ber- 
lin, Germany, and of the Journal of Nervous and Mental Diseases. 
He was a prolific author, having published more than one hundred 
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papers on medical subjects especially relating to the nervous sys- 
tem; he translated Professor Mendel's Text book of Psychiatry 
from the German and had completed just before his death a work 
upon Tumors of the Spinal Cord. His literary style was clear and 
forcible and his deductions were always fortified by strong and 
convincing arguments. He was the first to study the effects of 
high voltage upon the brain. He was a neurologist to nine important 
hospitals, was President of the Erie County Medical Society and 
of the Medical Association of Central New York, an organizer 
and Secretary of the Buffalo Academy of Medicine, Medical Super- 
intendent of the Providence Retreat for Insane, on the board of 
managers of the Buffalo State Hospital for the Insane, and a mem- 
ber of seventeen learned societies in America and in Europe. 

Such briefly were some of the endless activities that absorbed 
time and thought and energy, and in which he found the happiness 
that follows successfully accomplished endeavors. Among his pro- 
fessional associates he was a leading spirit, always honored and 
esteemed. With his friends he was genial and kindly, appreciative 
of all things good and beautiful and true, finding his way to men's 
hearts, gaining and holding fast their warm affection. In his later 
years he became a sufferer from endocarditis and in July, 1909, he 
visited Europe in order to consult eminent physicians there. Re- 
turning to America, after a stormy ocean voyage which aggravated 
his disease, he reached New York September 20, 1909, and died 
there on the following day. He is survived by his wife and three 
children 

Henry R. Howland. 



